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NOTE:

APHELODORIS ANTILLENSIS BERG, 1897
(OPISTHOBRANCHIA: NUDIBRANCHIA: DORIDIDAE),
FIRST RECORD FROM THE COLOMBIAN CARIBBEAN

Sigmer Quiroga, Néstor E. Ardila and Marcela Bolarios

RESUMEN

Aphelodoris antillensis Berg, 1897 (Opisthobranchia: Nudibranchia: Dorididae), primer
registro del Caribe colombiano. Aphelodoris antillensis Berg, 1897 es una especie ampliamente distribuida
en el mar Caribe. El especimen examinado fue colectado en el litoral rocoso de la Bahia de Neguanje, cerca
de Santa Marta, siendo esta la primera vez que se registra este género en el Caribe colombiano.

PALABRAS CLAVE: Opisthobranchia, Nudibranchia, Caribe, Litoral rocoso, Colombia.

The Nudibranchia, often considered to be the crown group of the
Opisthobranchia with probably 3000 species, is a taxon that is distributed worldwide
in all oceans from the intertidal down to the deep sea (Wollscheid and Wigele, 1999).
Seventeen species of nudibranchs have to date been recorded in the Colombian
Caribbean (Diaz and Puyana, 1994; Ardila and Diaz, 2002). A to date unrecorded
species of the genus Aphelodoris (Family Dorididae) in colombian waters was recently
collected near Santa Marta, which is hereby recorded and described.

Aphelodoris antillensis Bergh, 1897
(Figure 1)
Aphelodoris antillensis Bergh, 1897, p. 92 (Marcus and Marcus, 1967)

Material: One specimen, Playa Cristal (11°19' N, 74°04' W), Santa Marta,
Colombia; rocky shore; 5.9 mm long, 3.4 mm wide preserved, INV-MOL 3551.

The living specimen is approximately three time as long as wide. Alive animal has
a lot of opaque white and dark brown spots, the dark brown spots often aggregated into
larger patches, which are more concentrated in the middorsal region. The opening of the
anal gills is yellow colored all around and in the central region of the animal there is a
yellow blotch. Toward the margins, the animal has a translucent band with numerous white
dots. The margin is yellow, discontinued irregularly by dark reddish brown perpendicular
lines. Hyponotum milky white flecked and spotted with brown (Figure 1A, B).
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The border of the notum is thin and the tail pointed. The foot is rounded in front
and its tail is projected. The white-tipped, lamellate rhinophores are yellowish, with some
brown spots, and are retractable into a raised sheath. The five thickened gills are also
yellowish, becoming white at the tips, and are sparsely spotted with brown (Figure 1A).
The oral tentacles are short and blunt. The species grows to about three cm in length.

The radular formula is 30 x 43.0.43. in the single specimen examined; all teeth
are hook-shaped and without denticles (Figure 1C).

The color pattern of the type material is not known. Humann (1992) described
the color variation to be found in this species. Though the coloration can differs a little
between specimens found in different places, the color pattern generally is the same
and these variations are intraespecific. In some specimens there is a yellow border,
which could be considered as a juvenile characteristic. The radular formula also differs
a little of the specimens described by Marcus and Marcus (1967) and Meyer (1977).
However it must be considered that the size of the specimen reported is less. This
species is able to swim by means of violent contractions of the body, its habitat is the
intertidal zone, where it is usually found on hard substrates.
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Figure 1. Aphelodoris antillensis Bergh, 1897. A-B. General picture, dorsal and right lateral views, C.
Radular teeth. INV MOL 3551.







